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Module 5 ess.y

Module 5 Assignment: Rese2rched Rebutt2l Argument 
Ess2y
Overview
The rese.rched rebutt.l .rgument ess.y will build on .ll of the previous skills you 
h.ve pr.cticed .s you le.rn the .rt of persu.sion .nd .rgument. Cre.ting . well-
developed, respectful .rgument is . ch.llenge th.t requires critic.l thought .nd 
respectful underst.nding. To develop critic.l thought .nd deeper underst.nding 
of the world, you will work to underst.nd . topic th.t is import.nt to you from your 
oppositionʼs perspective, .nd then cr.ft . credible .rgument to refute their 
position. Letʼs see where you c.n re.lly m.ke . difference!
You should spend .pproxim.tely 6 hours on this .ssignment.
Instructions

Rese2rch: Continue rese.rching the topic you chose in Discussion 1. Find 
credible sources to help you underst.nd your opposition (.t le.st one source 
should be your oppositionʼs .rgument) .nd to help you support your rebutt.l 
.rguments.

Your topic should be . specific personʼs or org-niz-tionʼs position on .n 
issue th.t .ffects you bec.use of some .spect of your identity.
For ex.mple, if f.rming is import.nt to your identity, you might choose to 
write . letter to Mich.el Bennet .rguing th.t the 2014 F.rm Bill th.t he 
helped cre.te should be repe.led.

Pre-Write: Wh.t is your oppositionʼs position on this topic? Explore their 
perspective. Wh.t .re their m.in cl.ims .nd .rguments? Why do they think 
the w.y they do .bout the issue? Wh.t is .t st.ke for them? Wh.t common 
ground do you h.ve between your perspectives? Wh.t kinds of evidence c.n 
you use to refute their positions .nd .rguments? How c.n you m.ke them 
underst.nd your perspective?
Write: Write 2 letter to your opposition. Cr2ft 2 letter to your specific 
person or org2niz2tion, 2nd refute their 2rguments.

Introduction: Directly 2ddress your 2udience (your opposition). 
Expl2in the controversy, 2s you underst2nd it. Est2blish common 
ground between your perspectives. End with 2 thesis th2t st2tes your 
position.
Counter2rgument: Ex2mine your oppositionʼs m2in 2rguments one 2t 
2 time, 2nd refute them. Directly 2ddress their cl2ims 2nd positions 
on the issue, 2nd then 2rgue 2g2inst those cl2ims. Give direct 
support for your rebutt2l 2rguments.
Conclusion: Synthesize your m2in 2rguments. Re-est2blish common 
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ground, 2nd let your re2der know wh2t you w2nt them to do, think, or 
feel 2fter re2ding your ess2y. Wh2t 2re your re2derʼs next steps?

Tips for Success:
Be sure to t.ilor your .rguments .nd support to your specific -udience 
(your opposition), .nd .ddress th.t .udience directly. Incorpor.te their 
specific -rguments, .nd refute them directly.
Be sure your rebutt.l .rguments .re supported by cle.r re.sons .nd 
relev.nt evidence.
Your ess.y should be .pproxim.tely 1,200 words.
You should use 3-5 sources for this ess.y. At le.st two of your sources 
must be .c.demic sources.
Your ess.y should cont.in 2-3 quot.tions from your sources, .nd should 
p.r.phr.se other m.in ide.s. Use your sources effectively, -nd st-y in 
control of your -rgument. Be sure to use quot.tion m.rks .nd in-text 
cit.tions .ppropri.tely .nd responsibly.

Cre.te . correctly form.tted Works Cited p.ge with .n entry for e.ch 
source you cite within your ess.y.

Ple.se be sure to use correct MLA Style for your ess.y .nd to cre.te .n 
MLA Works Cited p.ge. Need help with MLA? Ple.se refer to the 
CCCOnline MLA Cit.tion Toolkit, or consult the Purdue OWL for more 
inform.tion on gener.l MLA form.t or how to cre.te . correctly form.tted 
MLA Works Cited p.ge.
Proofre.d your work before submission.

Once your .ssignment is complete, you m.y submit it to the Module 5 
Assignment folder: Rese2rched Rebutt2l Argument Ess2y

http://ccconline.libguides.com/MLAtoolkit
https://media.ccconline.org/redirects/purdue/owl/mla-general-format.html
https://media.ccconline.org/redirects/purdue/owl/mla-sample-works-cited.html

